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TFTER^'ATTONAL  MILITARY  TRIBULAL 
FOR  TBF.  VAR  EAST. 


The  United  States  of  America,  etc. 
versus 

ARAKI,  Sndao,  etc. 

Affidavit  under 


Oath.  -5 i ^  ^ ^ 


Affidavit  ENDO,  Saburo 


According  to  the  form  employed  in  our  country,  after  taking 
oath  as  set  forth  in  the  accompanying  paper,  I  hereby  depose  as 
follows; 

1.  I  am  ENDO,  Saburo. 

2.  l^ly  present  address  is  Irimagavamachl  Irima  County,  Saitana 
Prefecture. 

3.  birth  place  is  Komatsuraachi ,  Higashi-Okitama  County, 
Ynmagata  Prefecture. 

i,  I  was  born  on  January  2,  ?6th  year  of  Meijl  (TNi  lB93 
5,  The  main  points  of  ny  academic  career  are  as  follow: 

Graduated  from  the  ?I1  litany  Academ:.*  in  May,  3rd  year  of 
Taisho  (TP:  191A). 

Graduated  from  the  advanced  courses  of  the  Artillery  and 
Engineering  School  in  Kovember,  6th  year  of  Taisho  (TKi  1917) 
Graduated  from  the  Military  Staff  College  in  November,  11th 
year  of  Taisho  (TN;  19^2). 
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4th  year  of  Shorm  (Tlis  i9?9). 

6.  The  .alh  points  of  ey  personal  history  are  as  follovn 

Co^nlsslonea  a  Suh-Uontenant  of  Artillery  (Class  , 

December,  3ra  year  of  Talsho  (TPt  151*)- 

•yorhea  at  the  General  Staff  office  from  Decemher,  7 

of  Talsho  (TN:  19?3)* 

.  r,  „  1  Qtjiff  or^’ice  from  Augusn, 
became  a  member  of  the  General  Staff  0,-1 

11th  year  of  Talsho  (TP:  192“) • 

A  resiaent-offlcer  In  Prrrce  from  March,  l5th  year  o 
Talsho  (TP:  1926). 

A  member  of  the  General  Staff  Office  ,r 
of  Shows  (TN:  1929). 

A  staff-officer  of  the  Kwantung  Army  from  Augbst,  7th  year 

of  Sho  “  stratery  at  the  Hllltary  Staff  College 

Became  a  professor  of  strategy 

from  August,  9th  year  of  Shown  (TN:  WM). 

The  heaa  of  a  section  of  the  General  Staff  Office,  a  staff- 
offlcer  of  the  Army  Department  of  the  Imperial  «ead,«arters 

from  November,  12th  year  of  Shown  (TN:  1937). 

Vlae-Chlef  of  the  Staff  of  the  K.rr.tung  Army;  participated 
in  the  Nomonhan  Incident,  In  Septcmter,  14th  year  of 
Showa  (TN:  1939). 

1  4.4.4/mr  ArmndemVe  1 T.  JaDuary)  JOtn 
president  of  the  Array  Aviation  Academy, 

vear  of  Showa  (TI-:  191-3)  • 

Chief  of  the  swecutlve  Department  nt  the  Pead, barters  of 
the  Army  Aviation  In  May,  l3th  year  of  Showa  (TN:  1943) 
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ed  to  the  first  rank  of  the  higher  cr 
or  of  the  General  Ordnance  Bureau  for 
,er,  Ifith  /ear  of  Showr,  (TKt  1943)* 
red  of  his  post  in  Aupust,  e 
is  stated  above,  ^^ith  the  exce 
'Tarch  of  I5th  year  of  Talsho  (TNt 
h  year  of  Showa  (TKx  1929)  I 
e  General  Staff  Office  and  rartlclpated  In 
of  that  office  olr.ce  Ifth  year  of  Talsho 
,t,  7th  year  of  Show'*  (1932).  During 
jurian  Incident  arose  or  Septeaibor 
1931).  I  then  a  major 
:>£,  In  August,  7th  year  01 
«  staff-officer  of 


0th  year  01  . . 

ption  of  ry  duty  abroad 

19?6)  to  December 
served  at  the  Second  Section 
the  operations 

(TNi  1923)  to 
this  period,  the 
18,  6th  year  of  Shov/a 
end  tried  to  perform  my 
Sb.ova  (TNt  1932),  I  WAS 
the  Kwantung  Army  and  went  to 
Chief  of  the  Kwantung  Army  (dead 
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which  domlnoted  the  Central.  Juthorltics  for  the  Suprem 
command  before  and  after  the  rise  of  Mr.nohurlan  Incld.nt, 
the  development  of  the  Ineldont  and  the  rolatlors  between 
■  the  Central  Authorities  'n  Tokyo  and  the  Kwentunf  Amy  up 

to  Aupust,  9th  year  of  Sho'-e  (TI':  193^). 

9.  I  shall  at  first  speak  on  a  summary  of  the  general  phase  of 
the  operations  plan.  As  there  is  no  country  without  an 
operations  plan  so  long  as  there  is  an  army,  so  Japan  always 
had  her  own.  operations  plan  as  well,  hamely,  every  ..ear 
operations  plan  Vas  renewed  for  the  following  year  according 
to  the  estimate  made  of  the  prevailing  situation,  and  the 
second  Bepartment  of  the  Oeneral  'taff  Office  was  responsible 
for  estimating  the  situation,  while  the  Second  Section  of  the 
First  Department  of  the  same  office  was  responsible  for  the 
operations  plan.  Thus  tho  plan  which  was  drawn  up  by  the 
second  Section  would  go  throu.gh  channels  before  it  received 
approval  of  the  Chief  of  the  Ceneral  Staff;  when  it  became 
a  definite  program,  the  operations  plan  fon  the  year  conoemed 
v.as  established  eronnd  Argrst  or  September’.  This  program 
covered  the  period  from  April  1  of  next  year  to  March  31  of 
the  follovirg  year,  "han  this  Annual  operations  plan  was 
established,  the  -orders-  hased  upon  this  program  were  sent 
out  to  each  stationary  troop.  Mence  this  order  set  the 
standard  by  which  to  decide  the  operations  plan  of  each  troop 
vithin  the  framework  of  the  above  plan.  Each  out-post  army 
(for  example  like  the  Kvantung  Army)  drew  up  its  own  operation' 
plP.  i  according  to  the  above  order  and  submitted  it  to  the 
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Chief  of  tho  General  Staff  or  the  whole  before  the  end  of 
September  of  each  year. 

The  foregoing  'J^as  the  actual  circumstances  by  which  th-. 
operations  plan  of  tho  Japanese  Empire  was  drawn  up,  nnd  this 
was  done  so  purely  on  the  assumption  that  if  by  any  Ci»8nce 
a  war  should  arise  durlnr  that  current  ye»r,  and,  therefore, 
its  execution  was  entire]y  another  question.  Ilaraely ,  it  was 
executed  only  by  the  Imperial  Command  after  the  Cabinet 
decision  was  made  unon  declaration  of  war.  Of  course,  when 
this  was  put  into  motion,  the  Chief  of  the  General  Staff  as 
the  highest  staff-officer  had  to  make  a  direct  appeal  to  the 
Throne.  It  is  a  great  mistake,  therefore,  if  the  above 
plan  should  be  interpreted  as  a  definite  operations  plan  to 
be  put  into  execution.  Furthermore,  It  should  be  added  that 
even  though  there  was  no  possibility  of  the  outbreak  of  war 
during  that  current  year  fudging  from  the  situations  both 
within  the  country  and  abroad,  the  army  might  draw  up  by 
necessity  an  annual  operations  plan  on  the  basis  of  military 
eduertion  and  ns  the  standard  of  arms  that  the  Iraperlf 1 
Empire  should  have  maintained,  bocnose  by  Its  own  specific 
feature  it  was  impossible  for  the  nrmy  to  have  its  armaments 

completely  equippad  in  a  short  tims. 

10.  The  operations  plan  for  the  year  when  Tlanchurlan  Incident 

occurred  was  drawn  up  in  i;th  year  of  Show?  (TN;  1930)  as  the 
oporrtions  plan  for  the  current  year  of  6th  year  of  Showa 
(TN:  1931) •  Nad  it  been  possible  to  submit  this  plan,  it  was 
obvious  that  the  Central  Authorities  for  the  Supreme 
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Co™.na  haa  no  plan  for  Manonprlon  Inc.aont  or  aggressive 
intention  In  those  aays.  It  la  to  be  regrettea,  howeve 
that  all  those  papers  were  burnt  up  at  the  close 
By  follovrlng  up  the  mov.orlos  of  those  aays,  I  shal  a  - 
to  state  the  Internal  conaitlons  rogaralng  the  Centra 
Authorities  for  the  Supreme  Coe».Pa  ana  a  sugary  of  the 
operations  plan  In  the  followinc.  The  6th  year 
(T,,  1931)  «as  the  year  in  rhleh  "Gon.vaa  Ar.annent  Reauc- 
tlon  conference  ...0  heia  ara  entl.uslas.  for  reauotlon  of 
arna^ent  In  those  aays  res  eAtronely  high.  Kven  those  of 
a, no  v,ore  engegea  In  planning  operations  -aere  aeeply  a.bsor 
in  the  proble.  of  lloltation  of  arPa^cnts.  Our  concern, 
therefore,  vas  ho»  to  cope  with  this  perloa  of  reauctlon  of 
armaments  ana  to  ensure  the  ™lnl«™  military  preparat  on 
necessary  for  the  national  aefonse  rather  than  ponaering  on 
the  question  of  var  with  foreign  countries.  Therefore,  the 
opr-atlons  plan  was  basea  cowman '.enslb  ly  upon  the  fact 
that  the  military  forces  of  lapan  were  Plannea  In  rccoraence 
with  those  cf  other  countries  concernea  so  that  only  an 
outline  Which  pera,lttea  a  certain  aegree  of  operations  neces- 
■  ,„y  for  the  national  aefense  was  consiaerea.  The  operation 

•  plan  scheuea  by  the  Ceneral  Staff  Office  against  China  In 

those  aays  was  almea  at  sofeguoralng  .our  Interests  In  Mane  r 
ana  China,  ana  at  protecting  our  nationals  resiaent  In 
aistricts  affectea,  its  primary  objective  being  operat  ons 
covering  North  China  end  the  shores  of  the  lower  reaches  of 
the  Yangtze  River  (the  Chang  Chlang  ),  especially- the  eas 
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Of  Nangking.  The  soldiers  belonging  to  the  Kwantung  A. my 

in  Manchuria  merely  numbe ’od  around  lh,000,  one 

which  was  an  independent  garrison  and  its  duty  was  to  protec 

the  South  Manchurian  Rail /ays >  the  other  half  wa. 

army  division  whose  duty  was  to  escort  the  detached  forces 

which  were  sent  over  from  Japan. 

AS  to  the  orerstJohS  rUn  ogslnct  H.S.S.  Russls  the  point  of 
concentretion  w»s  south  of  the  BeconJ  Songerl  Rtvef  end  the 
chief  scene  of  the  buttle  wfs  to  take  plaoe  at  the  south  of 
Harbin  and  rear  Taonan.  There  never  was  the  case  where 
active  oooratlons  plan  in  nsr.churla  uas  draa-n  up;  still  less, 
to  say  nothing  of,  the  case  to  draw  up  an  aggressive  operatlom 
plru  against  U.S.S.  Russia,  tsonv.s  the  national  strength  of 
Japan  in  those  days  did  not  allow  it. 

in  fact,  the  Imperial  Array  reduced  just  then  four  divisions 
automatically,  ard.  In  spite  of  the  opposition  by  the  younger 
officers  and  others,  the  mar  who  gave  approval  for  thr  reduc¬ 
tion  of  armaments  was  Major  General  HATA,  Shunroku  (later 
Mershal),  then  Chief  of  the  Operations  Department  of  the 
Oenerol  Staff  Office.  I  believe,  therefore,  these  Incidents 
will  indorse  that  the  Japanese  Empire  was  loyal  to  the  reduc¬ 
tion  of  armaments  and  had  no  Intention  of  starting  an  aggress. 

war. 

11.  The  circumstances  ooncernlng  the  Central  Authorities  for  e 
supreme  Command  at  the  time  when  Manchurian  Incident  arose 
were  as  I  have  stated  In  the  foregoing  statements,  and  there 
was  no  thought  on  the  part  of  the  Central  Authorities  of 
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carryinp  into  efffict  of  p  prurd  cnnipnign  for  the  entir  « 

China.  This  is  also  clear  hov  Japan  despatched  her  troops 
at  the  time  of  the  first  Sharpha-’  Incident  in  the  follow- 
inp  year,  that  is  in  February,  7th  year  of  Shov;a  (TN:  1932). 
Nniaely,  v'hen  en  attack  vas  made  by  the  Chinese  troops  near 
Shanghai,  our  Na"al  landing  forces  stationed  there  did  their 
best  to  protect  our  nationals,  attempting  sc  ely  to  check 
the  expansion  of  the  battlegrounds.  Pressure  of  the  19th 
Army  was  increasingly  strengthened,  ho-ever,  end  as  the  Navy 
alone  could  no  longer  suita^n  the  situation,  we  decided,  by 
the  roquest  of  the  Navy  but  inevitably  in  self-defense,  to 
•  send  our  army  t-oops  to  aid  the  urgent  need;  and  yet  in 
order  to  avoid  the  aggr-avatiun  o^  the  war  we  landed  in 
Shanghai  in  front  of  the  enemy  expecting  to  lose  many  lives 
for  it,  and  did  not  Innd  at  the  back  of  the  enemy,  though 
v/e  were  fully  aware  of  its  strategic  disadvantage,  and  the 
duty  of  our  troops  was  limited  to  the  protection  of  our 
na*  ionr.ls  resident  there. 

Ily  this  faot  alone  It  osp  readily  be  understood  that  wr  had 
no  a  aycresslve  intention  nor  did  *e  act  under  the  tot  -lly 
controlled  plan. 

12.  Just  before  to  the  Incident  of  September  l8  (TN:  1931)  the 
relation  between  the  Kwantung  Army  and  that  of  CHANG  Hsueh- 
liang  was  strained  to  such  a  degree  that  it  was  exposed  to 
the  point  of  explosion  at  the  slightest  touch,  as  it  was 
stated  in  the  Lytton  Report,  and  among  the  hot-headed  group 
there  were  some  who  felt  very  strongly  that  unless  something 
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Wfis  done  to  repulse  the  pressure  made  by  the  Chinese  Authority 
(CHANG  Hsueh-llang),  Japan  would  finally  be  led  to  destruction. 

13.  Because  the  despatch  of  Major  General  TATEfJ.'W.  to  Manchuria 
Incidentally  coincided  nth  the  date  of  Liutlaokou  Incident, 

It  was  misunderstood  by  some  as  though  there  had  been  some 
direct  connection  between  the  two,  but  this  v-as  entirely 
unfounded. 

As  previously  stated,  the  Insult  rgelnst  Japan  by  Ksueh-lisnri 
force  developed  Into  resldtonce  to  Japan,  Infringement  of 
Interests  and  opnresslon  of  Japanese  nationals,  furthermore 
the  insult  against  Japanese  armed  forces  was  greatly  aggravat 
ns  time  went  on,  but  because  of  the  national  policy  of  peace 
through  diplomacy,  we  were  strongly  urged  to  be  patient  and 
prudent,  and  consequently  oven  the  morale  of  the  army  was 
in  danger  of  being  Influenced  (wns  depressed).  Therefore, 
in  August,  6th  year  of  Showa  (TN:  1931) »  in  ordar  to  warn 
against  rash  acts  and  to  encourage  the  morale,  ’**ar  Minister 
MINAMI  made  rn  address  of  instruction  cor.corring  resolution 
of  the  Amry.  But  unfortunately  Captain  NAKAMLTRA's  Inc  dent 
was  aleo  announced,  and  this  unexpectedly  produced  such  a 
strong  response  that  an  uno«'flclal  Information  such  as  the 
Japanese  Army  in  Manchuria  would  start  an  active  move  at  any 
moment  was  issued.  The  Central  Authorltios,  therefore, 
despatched  Major  General  TATbKA'"A  In  order  to  make  clear 
concerning  the  source  of  such  unofficial  information  and  to 
convey  to  the  Kwantung  Army  their  real  Intention. 

14,.  When  the  Incident  arose  on  September  l8,  6th  year  of  Showa 

(TNi  1931) »  I  was  suffering  from  gastric  ulcer  and  on  the 

.  o  . 
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19th  I  was  schedvled  to  be  sent  to  the  hospital  of  the  Army 
Medical  College.  On  that  morning,  ho’-'ever,  as  I  received 
the  news  which  reported  the  rise  of  the  Incident,  I  was 
obliged  to  change  my  plan  and  hastily  went  to  my  office. 

Tt  was  wholly  such  an  rnforos.^n  occurrence.  Therefore,  the 
opinion  concerning  the  desnatch  of  a  portion  of  the  military 
forces  of  the  Japanese  Army  In  Korea,  for  Instance,  differed 
between  the  MlMstry  of  War  and  the  General  ttaff  Office  so 
that  the  reprlar  order  was  Issuer*  at  last  on  September  22 
as  a  ratification  of  on  act. 

Soon  after  the  rise  of  the  Tncident,  the  Imperial  Government 
had  decided  upon  a  rollcy  of  r.on-aggravatlon  of  the  situa¬ 
tion.  in  conformity  with  that  policy,  therefore,  the  Centra! 
Authorities  for  the  Supreme  Ccmm'^nd  hold  a  conference  of  the 
leaders  of  the  General  Staff  Office  and  of  the  'Tar  Ministry 
on  the  morning  of  September  19,  and  recognised  the  action 
of  the  Kwantimg  Array  as  exercising  th-  right  of  self-defense 
based  upon  its  duty.  On  tho  same  day  a  report  was  received 
that  a  brigade  of  the  Japanese  Army  in  Korea  would  be  des¬ 
patched  to  Manchuria  for  the  purpose  of  reinforcement,  but 
r.ftntral  Authorities  for  the  Supreme  Command  acted  flrml:/ 
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the  situation  which  prevailed  before  the  outbreak  of  the 
Incident  (the  trend  of  the  U.S.S.  Russia  was  feared  then 
to  the  extent  that  they  were  almost  seized  by  a  Soviet- 
phobia),  and  they  seemed  not  to  have  any  concrete.-  policy 
for  the  settlement.  As  there  was  a  lack  of  complete  under¬ 
standing  between  the  Kwantimg  Ar:ny  and  the  Central  Authorltioi. 
men  were  despatched  several  times  in  order  to  grasp  the 
re.  1  situation  in  Manchuria  end  to  convey  thoroughly  the 
real  intention  of  the  Central  Authorities. 

18.  In  the  first  place,  as  soon  os  we  were  informed  of  the 
outbreak  of  I.iutirokou  Incident,  we  sent  Colonel  ANDO, 

Riklchl  (.later  General),  then  Chief  of  Military  Service 
section  of  the  War  Ministry  to  investigate  the  actual  facts 
of  the  case.  We  made  hin  investigate  thoroughly  if  Liu- 
tlaokou  Incident  was  started  by  the  Kv.'antung  Army,  if  the 
military  action  then  taken  was  not  arbitrary  and  in  excess 
of  its  vested  powers,  if  it  intentionally  set  aside  the 
Chinese  proposal  for  complete  peace  and  took  one-sided 
action,  etc.  And  we  received  a  report  in  the  negative 
over  all  those  questions. 

19.  second  was  the  despatch  of  HASHIMOTO  section.  This  section 
had  its  group  leader  Major  General  KASIIIMOTO,  Toranosuke, 
Chief  of  the  Second  Department  of  the  General  Staff  Office, 
and  Included  throe  other  members*  myself,  a  member  of  -he 
Second  Section  of  the  First  Department  (Operations)  of  the 
same  office,  IMAI,  Takeo  (then  captain)  of  the  China  Section 
and  NISHIHARA,  Issaku  (then  major),  a  member  of  Military 
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Affairs  Burean  of  the  War  Ministry  from  the  field  of  military 
administration.  The  chief  doty  of  this  section  was  to  act 
as  liaison  officers  between  the  Central  Authorities  and  the 
Headquarters  ox’  the  Kwantune  Arr .  »  and  therefo/c  we  tried 
to  convey  to  the  Cjvantunf?  Army  that  jt  should  consider  the 
nctional  policy  of  the  Japanese  tr.pire  thorou.^hly  and  that 
matters  which  '.vouli  have  crave  influence  upoa  it  should  not 
be  decided  upon  mai  ely  by  the  Jndgerjsr-t  of  the  Kwant  ong 
Army  but  it  should  try  to  rsk  for  Inrtructions  from  che 
Central  Authorities.  The  Central  AufnoritJes  in  those  days 
were  not  well  informed  of  the  real  state  of  affairs  con¬ 
cerning  the  Inc’dont,  and  concerning  the  action  of  the 
Kwanturg  Army  on  Important  matters,  it  was  considered  neces^ 
sary  to  have  the  Kwantung  Army  ask  x^or  instructions  from  the 
Central  Authorities.  Thus  the  above  party  left  Tokyo  on 
Septezbor  24,  6th  year  of  Shown  (TN;  1931)  and  arrived  at 
Mukdev  or  September  28  and  stayed  there  until  hcvember  3 
of  the  sane  year  discharging  its  duties. 

Uion  arriving  at  Manchuria  we  were  In  touch  with  the  Head¬ 
quarters  of  the- Kwar.tvng  Army,  end  after  investigating  the 
state  of  affairs,  wo  clearly  understcod  the  situation 
We  imderstood  well  vhat  the  Kwentung  Army  considered  and 
acted  ut)on,  all  of  which  l.ad  lustlfleble  reasons.  U  reover 
we  strongly  felt  that  hov  the  Central  Authorities  lacked 
understanding  ard  grasp  of  the  situation  and  we  thought  » 
something  must  be  done. 

During  our  stay  there,  I  travelled  in  North  Manchuria  in 
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oMer  to  investigate  the  situation  there,  especially  the 
possibility  of  a  clash  batreen  the  J.S.S.  Russia  and  Japan. 

And  the  ccnclusior  I  arrived  at  after  this  travel  of  investic^ 
tlon  was  as  foilov.s:  In  orclar  to  settle  this  Incldci'.t  quicic. 
It  was  necessary  to  stab.lJlce  early  the  conditiors  In  North 
Manchuria  before  coni’usion  toeh  rla-Je  there,  as  the  Kwan- 
tung  Army  considered,  and  as  Cc;’''.'ariier  HONJO^said,  I  felt 
very  keenly  that  unless  we  subjugated  North  Manchuria 
Immediately,  it  might  give  an  opportuicty  to  the  U.S.S.  Russia 
to  march  Into  that  district  and  v.ox;ld  offer  a  great  probablll  • 
of  a  clash  between  Russia  and  Japan.  And  there! ore  I  wired 
a  message  to  t>-c.t  effect  frctn  Harbin  to  Tokyo.  This  was 
disapproved  by  the  Tokyo  Authorities,  because  they  thought 
I  was  Manchurlanized  since  I  came  to  Manchuria  and  discarded 
the  non-aggravation  policy  (then  ?4anchuria  was  lookdd  upon 
as  our  Cleopatra,  because  any  one  who  visited  there  was 
charmed  by  the  circumstances  prevailing  there  and  assumed  a 
positive  view  of  the  matter).  I  was  immediately  ordered 

to  return  to  Tokyo. 

During  my  stay  in  Manchuria,  I  had  the  privilege  of  seeing 
HOKJO,  Shigera,  the  Commander  of  the  Army  frequently,  and  I 
clearly  learned  that  the  Commander  had  an  ercellent  opinion 
concerning  the  settlement  of  the  Incident,  and  that  he  was 
a  man  who  led  the  Kwnnlung  Array  according  to  his  own  con¬ 
viction  and  opinions.  I  learned  that  the  popular  judgment 
that  the  Commander  HONJO  was  a  puppet  was  entirely  unfounded. 
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20.  The  third  was  the  despatch  of  Ter.eral  SHIRAKA  A  (dea  ) 

General  SHIPAKAWf.  was  then  a  suprete  war  cov.nctljor  ard 
elder  general  of  the  Japanese  Array .  On  October  l6,  6  n 
year  of  Showa  (TNt  1931)  the  so-called  October  Incident  was 
discovered  In  Tokyo.  The  Central  Military  Authorlti.-s 
greatly  sarprlsed,  and  especially  as  the  ranor  was  rampant 
as  to  the  rebellion  of  the  ycu.-.g  officers  of,  the  Kwantung 
Army,  the  general  w-s  despatched  to  persaade  them  and  he 
arrived  at  Kokder,  on  October  21.  I  was  then  staying  at 
llakden  as  a  member  of  HASIIICOTO  Section.  I  went  to  Antung 
to  meet  him  and  reported  the  fact  that  It  was  a  pure 
demagoglsm  and  baseless  fears  arrd  that  the  Kwantung  Army  was 
very  Indignant  st  the  lack  of  nnderstandlng  of  the  situation 
on  the  part  of  the  Central  Authorities,  because  at  that  time 
the  Kwantung  Army  was  solely  devoted  In  the  discharge 
its  duties.  General  SKIRAICAWA  seemed  ashamed  of,  hut  at 
the  same  time  felt  relieved  of  the  matter  and  returned  to  ' 

21.  The  fourth  was  the  despatch  of  the  Vice-Chief  of  the  General 
Staff,  NINOMIYA  In  the  latter  part  of  Povember,  6th  year 
of  Showa  (TKi  1931).  As  stated  above  the  policy  of  the 
Central  Authorities  concerning  the  present  Incident  was 
■  of  complete  non-aggravation  which  viewed  from  the  authority 

in  charge  of  the  district  affected  was  extremely  conservatlv  , 
and  negative.  Especially  there  was  no  territorial  ambition 
in  the  least  and  no  active  Intentions.  The  military  factlms 
of  Hsueh-llang  were  then  scattered  all  over  North  Manchuria 
and  the  public  feeling  was  in  turmoil.  While  the  Kwantung 
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Army  considered  it  on  absolrte  ncce--l  . 

order  to  stcMUse  the  slf.utlon  In  l.orth  Mcnchurra, 

Central  Authorities  thought  it  ueoessrry  to  wlthdrav.  troop 
from  Chlohlhar  without  losing  time  for  fear  of  the 
Japanese  clash,  and  the  opinions  did  not  agree.  There  ore 
With  the  intention  of  having  the  troops  withdraw,  upon 
Investigating  the  true  situation,  even  by  the  Issue 
pmperlal  command.  If  necessary,  the  Central  Authorities  sent 

the  Vice-Chief  of  the  Ceneral  Staff,  ..TNO«m  to  » 

with  this  order  with  hi..  Upoon  his  arrival,  however.  It  w 
found  that  the  action  taben  by  the  Kwantung  Army  was  approp  . 
and  the  Idea  of  withdrawing  the  troops  was  given  up. 

AS  seen  In  the  above  statements  with  the  shifting  of  the 
incident,  the  Central  Authorities  passively  assumed  the  po  ^ 
of  non-aggravation  which  -as  not  practicable,  and  was  par t  c  ■ 
only  afraid  (almost  to  the  extent  of  morbid  fear,  of  ti.  a  ioi 
that  might  be  taken  by  tiie  Soviet  taking  advantage  o. 
incident,  and  merely  thoight  0^  resuming  the  conditions 
prevailed  prevlovs  to  t:.e  Tr.cldent,  wheroas  the  Kwantung 
Army  based  its  policy  on  tho  rulfilmcnt  of  its  duties  s  a 
on  the  prevailing  olncumstarces.  In  order  to  recover  puhl  c 
peace  and  order  ir  Marchuria  and  Insure  our  life  line, 
objective  was  one  but  the  method  was  net  always  the  seme. 

AS  the  Officers  on  these  missions  olarlfled  the  real  clr=™s- 
tances,  however,  the  opinions  of  the  Central  Authorities  an 

the  Kwantung  Army  at  last  came  to  an  agreement. 

1  4/iQnfonv  few  words  concerning  non- 
I  may  mention  here  incidentally  u.  lew 
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aggravation.  U  the  time  ’vh'en  March'^rjan  Incident  broke  out, 
the  ’.7ord  ’'non-afTgravation"  vas  thought  a  kind  of  a  cant  but 
its  real  moaning  cr  its  concrete  policy  was  not  known  clear^j 
at  all,  and  it  was  rather  thought  to  be  extremely  abstract 
and  to  stand  for  a  negative  policy,  '''"hen  Oeneral  ARAKT 
became  the  War  Minister,  horever,  he  told  ne  in  person  on  t’ 
point  of  "non-aggravation-'  that  it  was  necer?ary  to  consider 
the  word  analytically.  Namely,  Jf  wo  sought  to  avert  the 
expansion  in  area  and  in  military  force,  it  might  likely  lead 
to  an  expansion  in  time  as  a  result;  if  we  everted  protrac¬ 
tion  of  tine,  the  numerioal  strength  of  an  array  and  area  miphi 
expand.  What  vas  needed  most  at  that  moment  was  to  settle 

the  Incident  swiftly.  Thus  he  raid  that  nor-aggravatlon  in 

•  \ 

time  was  our  chief  concern  and  if  necessary  ewpansion  in  area 

and  numerical  strength  of  the  army  might  be  unavoldab’’ e. 

I  was  deeply  impressed  by  his  far-sightedness. 

Since  the  rise  of  the  Incident  the  numerical  strengtJi  of  the 

array  was  ircreased  and  the  ar^a  was  expanded,  but  this  by 

rath93 

no  means  meant  icrsakJnf'  the  non-aggravation  policy,  but  • 
was  the-«ntrural'  result  of  the  event.  The  reason  why  it  took 
^^^^„^suoh^  long  time  could  be  explained  by  the  fact  that  we  wort 
dazzled  by  the  word  "non-aggravation  of  the  situation"  and 
were  too  much  constraint  in  regard  to  the  military  forces  and 
area. 

23.  As  previously  mentioned,  I  clearly  understood  that  judgirfg 

from  the  objective  situation  prevailing,  the  military  action 
of  the  Kwantung  Army,  which  had  ^ts  initial  start  in  Llutlaok 
Incident,  was  an  Inevitable  act  of  self-defense,  because  as 
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a  member  of  HASHIMOTO  Section  I  went  to  Manchuria  and  became 

thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  actual  circumstances  there/. 

I  understood  that  even  if  Liutlaokou  Explosion  IncldeVif  had 

not  occurred,  the  actual  condition  was  on  the  critlcax  pom 

of  explosion  at  some  or  other  occasion.  As  to  the  true  cans: 

of  Liutlaokou  Incident,  even  the  Lytton  Committee  was  unable 

to  examine  into  it  closely,  and  I  suspect  that  it  might  reran] 

as  an  eternal  mystery,  and  I  consider  such  an  incident  as  thj  . 

is  a  mere  occurrence  which  Is  n6t  very  Important  compared  wit' 

13  .> 

the  development  of  a  fundamental  and  fatalistic  state  of 

•  24,  The  action  taken  by  the  Kwantung  Army  since  Liutlaokou  Inclt. 

was  so  swift  and  successful  that  it  was  at  time  viewed  as 

deliberate,  but  this  is  a  layman’s  idea,  A  military  expert 

\  * 

would  say  that  there  were  many  errors  and  that  for  e  permaner • 

ly  stationed  army  they  raado  very  poor  operations  plans,  I 

can  give  an  example  to  illustrate  this  from  What  I  saw  as  a 

member  of  HASHIMOTO  Section:  in  the  case  of  the  attack  at 

Kuanchengtzu  a  certain  corps  mistook  it  for  mere  maneuvers  -• 

got  underway  accordingly;  again  the  mountain-guns  were  dlsmar* 

on  that  day  for  the  purpose  of  repair  and  they  could  not 

'  assemble  them  and  therefore  they  summoned  to  the  battleground 

the  reservists  of  mountain  artillery  from  Changchun  and  at 

last  the  guns  were  assembled  and  the  firing  was  started***  The 

corps  in  that  district,  therefore,  had  to  go  through  a -titter.' 

^  rl 

ccntested  battle  and  had  sustained  a  loss  that  was  unnecessai 
great, 

25.  During  the  Incident  the  Kwantung  Array  was  restricted  n  the 
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use  of  the  forces  by  the  Ccutral.  Authorities  and  was  often 
driven  to  serious  difficulties.  For  exa’nple,  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  reinforce. lent  frim  the  Japanese  Arr.y  In  Korea 
was  halted,  there  was  no  force  available  to  guard  Mukden 


and  was  obliged  to  form  a  volunteer  corps  of  reservists  and 
others  for  its  helpless  guard;  In  the  pursuit  battle  to  Chi- 
chlhar  it  was  frequently  limited  In  its  adv.’^ced  lines;  in 
crossing  the  North  Manchurian  Railway  it  was  prohibited  to 
pass  other  than  railway  crossings;  and  in  advancing  toward 
Chinchow  and  Harbin  it  was  ordered  to  discard  the  plan  and 
w  s  obliged  to  send  Its  troops  back. 

The  Kwantunp  Amy  ort  Its  part  made  a  representation  concernln 
the  circumstances  to  the  Central  Authorities  and  at  time  acte 


upon  its  own  authority,  because  It  could  not  wait  for  the 
order  from  above,  but  this  is  not  necessarily  be  tab  an  as 
acting  beyond  its  vested  powers;  rather  most  of  it  should  be 
given  approval. 

27.  I  should  like  to  state  here  concerning  the  arbitrary  action 
of  the  Kwnntung  Army,  Of  course  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
commander  of  the  Kwantung  Army  to  obey  absolutely  when  ne 
received  the  Imperial  Order,  but  otherwise  the  army  commander 
acted  properly  and  arbitrarily  on  his  own  responsibility  and 
this  was  recognized  ns  military  common  sense  in  our  Army. 

As  the  result  there  v;as  sometimes  differences  of  opinions 
between  the  Army  and  the  General  Staff  Office.  The  underster. 
ing  of  the  Central  Authorities  was  inadequate,  hence  delay 
in  taking  proper  action,  and  the  local  army  was  obliged  at 
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times  to  take  arbitrary  action »  because  it  could  not  wait 
long  for  the  Imperial  Command.  Therefore  since  the  General 
Staff  Office  established  a  closer  relation  with  the  local 
army  on  one  hand,  and  the  Chief  of  the  General  Staff  attained 
a  certain  degree  of  power  enabling  him  to  issue  orders  direct 
to  the  commander  of  the  Kv;antung  Army  since  November  5,  6th 
year  of  Showa  (TN;  1931)  the  other,  the  control  of  the 
Central  Authorities  was  put  in  a  perfect  state  . 

28*  Then  I  shall  state  on  the  conception  of  the  founding  of 

Manchurian  State  at  that  time,  at  the  time  when  Mar :hurlan 
Incident  arose  tte  Central  Authorities  for  the  Supreme  Comman'. 
had  no  definite  plan  ts  to  its  disposal,  and  opinions  were 
divided.  Mach  time  was  spent  before  the  final  conclusion  ^  ^ 
was  reached.  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  one  who  had  concr  •• 
such  an  excellent  opinion  as  that  of  establishing  an  indepen¬ 
dent  state  then,  ’.-^en  I  was  in  Manchuria  as  a  member  of 
HASHIMOTO  Settion,  General  MINAMI,  the  T^ar  Minister,  even 
pointed  out  to  HONJO,  the  Commander  of  the  Army  that  "On  such 
an  internal  question  as  who  should  assume  the  administrative 
power,  the  army  stationed  there  should  not  be  concerned." 
HONJO,  the  Commander  of  the  Army  was  desirous  of  the  establish 
ment  of  a  pro-Japanese  Government  strong  enough  to  stabilize 
Manchuria  in  order  to  discharge  his  duty  of  maintaining  public 
peace  and  order  in  Manchuria  immediately  and  of  protecting 
our  interests  and  nationals  there. 

In  the  middle  of  October,  I  heard  Mr.  YU,  Chung-han's  (dead) 

t 

ideal  of  the  founding  of  an  empire.  He  said  that  history 
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shows  that  the  Chinese  people  was  a  race  which  was  un-.ble 
to  .eniploy  force  of  arpjs  properly#  From  time  inuncmorl.il 
soldiers  lir.d  beon  regard  3d  as  destrudlve  weapons,  and  when- 
employed  they  were  likely  to  nssrme  military  rule,  a  id  ther< - 
fore  Manchuria  should  be  ui''de  a  land  of  peace  without  militr’ 
forco  and  based  upon  th'  pvinclpDes  of  royalty;  namely,  it 
should  be  established  to  be  a  paradise  for  the  five  races 
living  In  harmony.  This  coincided  with  my  ideal  I  had  then 
as  I  already  stated  before  In  connection  with  disarmament 
problem,  and  I  thought  very  hijhly  of  and  was  wholly  In 
sympathy  with  m-.  YTJ,  Chunf-han's  opinions.  When  I  visited 
the  Headquarters  of  the  Xwantung  Army  to  take  my  leave  for 
Tokyo  at  the  oarly  nrrt  of  Fovembor,  KATAKURA,  a  staff-office 
told  me  for  the  first  time  that  * iewad  from  the  circumstances 
thus  developed,  it  was  ideal  to  settle  the  matter  by 
Ing  ar.  independent  state,  and  I  was  asked  to  convey  that^ 
when  I  returned  to  Tokyo,  along  with  the  atmosphere 
In  Manchuria  to  the  high  officials  and  at  tha^  same  t’me  to^^ 
efforts  to  materialize  It.  After  my  return  to  Tokyo,  I 
conveyed  these  messages  to  people  at  varfous  quarters,  out 
even  Major  General  Chief  of  the  First  Department  of 

the  General  Staff  Office  and  Lieutenant  Colonel  NEMOTO,  Leada: 
of  the  China  Soctior,  who  were  considered  as  holding  the  mos 
positive  opinions  at  that  time,  did  not  pay  much  attention  to 
It  and  said  that  an  Independent  administrative  power  would 

I  • 

probably  be  the  most  w'e  could  expect.  Thus  In  the  Central 
Authorities  no  one  had  such  a  farsighted  conception  as  the 
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establishment  of  an  Independent  state »  but  everybody  was 
concerned  ’^ith  the  ider  of  ^mmidlate  ^nd  peaceful  settlement 
of  tho  Incident. 

Nevertheless,  starting  with  tho  Incident  there  arose  a  sure* 

sentiment  among  the  people  in  Manchuria  for  independence  vhi' 

developed  ord  at  last  a  sovereign  state  was  established. 

Ai  stated  above  there  was  absolutely  no  intentional  plan  or 

common  deliberation  of  founding  I.Tanchurlan  State  previous 

to  the  Incident,  to  sa>  nothing  of  the  establisliment  of  a 

fictitious  state  artificially  planned  which  was  based  upon 

territorial  ambition.  Iho  founding  of  Manchurian  Si  ate  was 

a  natural  course  of  the  event  based  upon  a  true  ideal,  and  ii 

I  am  allowed  to  express  my  own  opinion,  I  still  believe  that 

ri  r 

it  was  accomplished  by  the  divine  will,  and  by  having  Manchn 
as  an  ideal  sovereign  state  can  we  really  maintain  peace  in 


1st  yerr  of  Showa  (TNj  1941) 
Tokyo 


October  l: 


£ffldavltt  ENDO,  Sabupo 


I  hereby  testify  that  the  aforementioned  had  taken  an  oath 
before  this  witness  and  affixed  his  signature. 


Tokyo 


Witness  I  BANNO,  Junklchi 
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OATH 


I  hereby  swear 


that  according  to  my  conscience  I  shall 


state  truth,  conceal  nothing  and  add  nothing. 


EI^DO, -Saburo 
(his  seal  affixed) 
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